
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 

 
Carter, Dorothy Sharp. HIS MAJESTY, QUEEN 

HATSHEPSUT (Egypt – 1500 BC) 
 

 A fictionalized account of the life of 
Hatshepsut, a queen in ancient Egypt who 
declared herself king and ruled as such for 
more than twenty years. 

 
Gregory, Kristiana. CLEOPATRA VII, DAUGHTER 

OF THE NILE (Egypt – 30 BC) 
 

 While her father is in hiding after attempts on 
his life, twelve-year-old Cleopatra records in 
her diary how she fears for her own safety and 
hopes to survive to become queen of Egypt 
someday. 

 

Rubalcaba, Jill. THE WADJET EYE (Egypt – 45 

BC) 
 

 After his mother dies, Damon, a young medical 
student living in Alexandria, makes a perilous 
journey to Spain to locate his father who is 
serving in the Roman army led by Julius 
Caesar. 

 
 

ROMAN EMPIRE (200 BC - 500 AD) 
 
Lawrence, Caroline. THE THIEVES OF OSTIA: A 

ROMAN MYSTERY (Rome – 79 AD) 
 

 A group of children from very different 
backgrounds work together to discover who 
beheaded a pet dog – and why. First in a 
series. (XMF) 

 

Speare, Elizabeth George. THE BRONZE BOW 

(Jerusalem – 30 AD) 
  

 Daniel bar Jamin lives to avenge his parents' 
death by taking revenge on the Romans, but 
he is torn by his loyalty to two men who claim 
to have the answer. 

 

 

13
TH

, 14
TH

 & 15
TH

 CENTURIES 
 
 

Cushman, Karen. MATILDA BONE (England – 14
th

 

cent.) 
 

 A girl becomes apprentice to a bonesetter in a 
village in Medieval England and tries to 

reconcile various aspects of her life, both 
spiritual and practical. 

 

Van Woerkom, Barbara. PEARL IN THE EGG 

(England – mid 1300s) 
 

 Upon joining a group of minstrels who roam the 
countryside of 13

th
-century England, young 

Pearl discovers how much she loves to sing. 
  
 

16
TH

 CENTURY/ ELIZABETHAN ERA (1492-1603) 
 

Armstrong, Alan W. RALEIGH’S PAGE (England- 

1584)                                                            
 

 Andrew leaves his school in England and must 
prove himself as a page to Sir Walter Raleigh 
before embarking for Virginia, where he helps 
to establish relations with the Indians. 

 

Cushman, Karen. WILL SPARROW’S ROAD 

(England – 1599) 
 

    In 1599 England, twelve-year-old lying, thieving 
Will Sparrow runs away and then reluctantly 
joins a traveling "oddities" exhibit, where he 
learns to see beyond appearances. 

 
 

17
TH

 & EARLY 18
TH

 CENTURIES 
 

Carbone, Elisa Lynn.  BLOOD ON THE RIVER: 
JAMESTOWN 1607   (England- 1606)                                     
 

Traveling to the New World as page to Captain 
John Smith, Samuel Collier quickly finds he 
must learn to distinguish between friend and 
foe in the new colony of Jamestown. 
 

Hooper, Mary. AT THE SIGN OF THE SUGARED    
PLUM (England – 1665) 

 

 Excited at the prospect of coming to work at 
her sister’s candy shop, teenaged Hannah is 
unconcerned about rumors of the Plague until 
she finds herself trapped in the city with no 
means of escape. 

 

Petry, Ann. TITUBA OF SALEM VILLAGE 

 (American Colonies – 1692) 
 

A girl, brought from her native Barbados to be 
a slave in 17

th
 century Salem, is suspected by 

the villagers of practicing witchcraft. 
 
 

 

Speare, Elizabeth George. THE SIGN OF THE 
BEAVER (American Frontier – 1768) 

 

 Left alone to guard the family’s wilderness 
home in 18

th
 century Maine, a boy is hard-

pressed to survive until local Indians teach him 
their skills. 

 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION/ INDEPENDENCE 
(1774-1781) 

 

Collier, Christopher. MY BROTHER SAM IS DEAD 

(American Colonies – 1775) 
 

 Recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker 
family during the Revolution when one son 
joins the rebel forces while the rest of the 
family tries to stay neutral in a Tory town. 

 

Collier, Christopher. WAR COMES TO WILLY 
FREEMAN (U.S. – 1781) 

 

 A free thirteen-year-old black girl in 
Connecticut is caught up in the horror of the 
Revolutionary War and the danger of being 
returned to slavery. 

 

LATE 18
TH

 CENTURY (1782-1799) 
 

Collier, Christopher. JUMP SHIP TO FREEDOM  

(U.S. – 1781) 
 

A fourteen-year-old slave, anxious to buy 
freedom for himself and his mother, escapes 
from his dishonest master and tries to find 
help. 

 

Fritz, Jean. THE CABIN FACED WEST 

 (American Frontier – 1780s) 
 

Ten-year-old Ann overcomes loneliness and 
learns to appreciate the importance of her role 
in settling the wilderness of western 
Pennsylvania. 

 

EARLY 19
TH

 CENTURY (1800-1860) 
 

Cushman, Karen. THE BALLAD OF LUCY 
WHIPPLE (California – 1849) 

 
 Twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, 

who renames herself Lucy, is distraught when 
her mother moves the family from 
Massachusetts to a rough California mining 
town. 

Fleischman, Sid. BANDIT’S MOON (U.S. – 1800s) 
 

Twelve-year-old Annyrose relates her 
adventures with Joaquín Murieta and his band 
of outlaws in the California gold-mining region 
during the mid 1800s. Also, GIANT RAT OF 
SUMATRA 
 

Lyons, Mary E. LETTERS FROM A SLAVE BOY  

(U.S. – 1829) 
 

 A fictionalized account of the life of Joseph 
Jacobs, son of a slave, told in the form of 
letters that he might have written in pre-Civil 
War America. 

 

Preus, Margi. HEART OF A SAMURAI (Japan, 

U.S.- 1841) 
 

Fourteen-year-old Manjiro, who dreams of 
becoming a samurai, learns new laws and 
customs as he becomes the first Japanese 
person to set foot in the United States. 

 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR (1861-1865) 
 

Avi. IRON THUNDER: THE BATTLE BETWEEN 
THE MONITOR & THE MERRIMAC (U.S.-

1861) 
  

Tom’s job as an assistant to Captain John 
Ericsson, the inventor of the Monitor, makes 
him a target of Confederate spies. 
 

Lawrence, Caroline. THE CASE OF THE DEADLY 
DESPERADOS (U.S. - 1862 
 

In 1862 Nevada Territory twelve-year-old Pinky 
Pinkerton inherits a valuable deed and must 
hide from dangerous Whittlin Walt and his 
gang of desperados. 
 

Philbrick, W.R. THE MOSTLY TRUE 
ADVENTURES  OF HOMER P. FIGG  (U.S.- 

1861) 
 

A poor but clever orphan has extraordinary 
adventures after running away from his evil 
uncle to rescue his brother, who has been sold 
into service in the Civil War. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



LATE 19
TH

 CENTURY (1866-1899) 
 

Cushman, Karen. RODZINA (U.S. – 1881) 
 

 Twelve-year-old Rodzina, after losing her 
family, boards the orphan train towards the 
West and hopes that somewhere out there a 
special family has enough room for her.  

 

Fleischman, Sid. MR. MYSTERIOUS AND 
COMPANY (U.S. – 1880s) 

  

 Traveling around the frontier towns of the West 
leads the Hackett family, a troupe of roving 
magicians, from one exciting adventure to 
another, including the capture of a notorious 
bandit. Also, JIM UGLY. 

 

MacLachlan, Patricia. SARAH, PLAIN AND TALL 

(U.S. – 1870s) 
 

 When their father invites a mail-order bride to 
come live with them in their prairie home, 
Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new 
mother and hope that she will stay. Also, 
SKYLARK, CALEB’S STORY, and MORE 
PERFECT THAN THE MOON. 

 

Yep, Laurence. DRAGON’S GATE (U.S. – 1867) 
 

 When he accidentally kills a Manchu, a fifteen-
year-old Chinese boy is sent to America to join 
his father and other Chinese men working to 
build a tunnel for the transcontinental railroad. 

 

EARLY 20
TH

 CENTURY & WWI (1900-1919) 
 

 

Meyer, Carolyn. ANASTASIA, THE LAST GRAND 
DUCHESS (Russia – 1914) 

 

 A novel in diary form in which the youngest 
daughter of Czar Nicholas II describes the 
privileged life her family led up until the time of 
World War I and the tragic events that befell 
them. 

 

Yep, Lawrence. EARTH DRAGON AWAKES 

(U.S.- 1906) 
 

Two friends love to read about heroes in 
popular “penny dreadful” novels, until they both 
witness real courage while trying to survive the 
1906 earthquake in San Francisco. 
 

 

BETWEEN THE WORLD WARS/ THE GREAT 
DEPRESSION (1919-1937) 
 

Curtis, Christopher. THE MIGHTY MISS MALONE 

(U.S. – 1936) 
 

 Twelve-year-old Deza and her  "world's 
greatest family"  endure tough times in Gary, 
Indiana, and later Flint, Michigan during the 
Great Depression. 

 

Ryan, Pam Munos.  ESPERANZA RISING  

(U.S. – 1930) 
 

 Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave 
their life of privilege in Mexico to go  work in 
the labor camps of Southern California during 
the Great Depression. 

 

Selznick, Brian. THE INVENTION OF HUGO 
CABRET (France – 1931) 

  

 When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan, meets 
a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his 
undercover life and his biggest secret are 
jeopardized. 

 

Vanderpool, Clare. MOON OVER MANIFEST (U.S. 

– 1936) 
 

 Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter 
of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends 
her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, 
Kansas, where he grew up, and where she 
hopes to find out some things about his past. 

 

WORLD WAR II (1938 – 1946) 
 

Fitzmaurice, Kathryn. DIAMOND IN THE DESERT 

(U.S. – 1942) 
 

 After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, thirteen 
year old Tetsu and his family are sent to a 
Relocation Center where he joins a baseball 
team and gains some hope. 

 

Lowry, Lois. NUMBER THE STARS  

(Denmark – 1943) 
 

During the German occupation of Denmark, 
ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave 
and courageous when she helps shelter her 
Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

 
 
 

Peck, Richard. ON THE WINGS OF HEROES 

(U.S.- 1940’s) 
  
Davy Bowman has two heroes: his dad, who 
runs the local service station, and his older 
brother, who is an Army Air Force cadet. 
Quirky neighbors round out this poignant, small 
town saga. 

 

Yolen, Jane. THE DEVIL’S ARITHMETIC  

(Poland – 1942) 
  

 Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish 
heritage until time travel places her in the 
middle of a small Jewish village in Nazi-
occupied Poland. 

 

AFTER WORLD WAR II (1947-1975) 
 

Lai, Thanhha. INSIDE OUT AND BACK AGAIN 

(U.S.- 1975) 
 

 Through a series of poems, a young girl 
chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when 
she, her mother, and her brothers leave 
Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

 

Lord, Bette. IN THE YEAR OF THE BOAR AND 
JACKIE ROBINSON (U.S. – 1947) 

 

 A Chinese child comes to Brooklyn where she 
becomes Americanized at school, in her 
apartment building, and by her love for 
baseball. 
 

Wiles, Deborah. COUNTDOWN  (U.S. – 1962) 
 

 Franny Chapman just wants some peace. Her 
family seems to be falling apart and the whole 
country is waiting for the bomb to fall. 

 

Yelchin, Eugene. BREAKING STALIN’S NOSE 

(Stalinist Russia) 
 

 Ten-year-old Sasha idolizes his father, a 
devoted Communist, but when police take his 
father away and leave Sasha homeless, he is 
forced to examine his own perceptions, values, 
and beliefs. 

 

Historical fiction series – AMERICAN GIRLS, 
DEAR AMERICA and ROYAL DIARIES and 
MY NAME IS AMERICA. 
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